
WHERE CAN I GO FOR MORE INFO? 

Department of Public Safety 
660.785.4176 
http://police.truman.edu 

Kirksville Police Department 
660.785.6945 
119 E. McPherson Street 
www.kirksvillecity.com/content/72/168/default.aspx

Office of Citizenship and Community Standards 
Student Union Building 3100 
660.785.4111 
http://conduct.truman.edu 

Truman Partners in Prevention  
http://pip.truman.edu/ 

Student Health Center 
McKinney Center 
660.785.4182 
http://studenthealth.truman.edu 

University Counseling Services 
202 E. Patterson 
660.785.4014 
http://ucs.truman.edu 

Cost of brochure funded by:
Missouri Partners in Prevention and
Partners in Environmental Change
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Truman State University

Alcohol Use 
Rules &

Regulations
2009-2010:

(on and off campus)

Making an informed decision about drinking 
is your personal responsibility. No one can make 
this decision for you. Since the choices you make 
about alcohol use could be among the most 
critical choices of your life, please consider a few 
factors that might impact your decision. 

WHAT IS THE LEGAL DRINKING AGE?
The drinking age for the State of Missouri and the 
City of Kirksville is 21 and older. It is against state law 
to consume, purchase, or possess alcohol if you are 
younger than 21. Local law enforcement agencies 
aggressively and consistently enforce this law.

CAN I DRINK ON CAMPUS?
Truman State University is a dry campus, which 
prohibits public intoxication and the possession, use, 
and distribution of alcoholic beverages at any time 
on University premises, regardless of age. (University 
premises include university parking lots, sidewalks 
adjacent to campus, and some grassy areas near 
campus). The consumption of or being in the presence 
of alcoholic beverages on campus is prohibited by 
University policy as established by the Board of 
Governors. Department of Public Safety police 
officers patrol the campus. If you are caught drinking 
or in possession of alcohol as a minor, they can, and 
probably will, arrest you. In addition, any student 
found publicly intoxicated or with alcohol on campus 
is subject to conduct action by the University Conduct 
System.

WHAT ARE THE RESIDENCE HALL RULES?
Residence halls and all campus apartment complexes 
are located on University premises. Therefore, any 
alcoholic beverage or container, located in any 
residence hall room or apartment, is considered to be 
in violation of the University Student Conduct Code. 
The possession or display of alcohol paraphernalia 
(empty alcohol beverage containers, cases, etc.) is 
not permitted in the residence halls or apartments. 
Violtors of the dry campus policy are subject to 
University conduct sanctions. Students that violate 
Residence Life, campus, state, and federal laws/
policies, or those that promote or support such viola-
tions through their presence when violations occur are 
subject to sanctions through the Residence Life and/or 
University conduct process. If you are in the presence 
of alcohol, even if you are not drinking or holding the 
alcohol, the incident will be documented and you may 
be charged with a violation of the Student Conduct 
Code.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR AN INCIDENT 
TO BE DOCUMENTED?
If you violate Residence Life policy or the Student 
Conduct Code, a staff member will document the 
incident by recording your name, Student ID 
number, and a description of the incident in a report. 
Depending upon the violation, the case will be 
resolved through either the Residence Life or Univer-
sity conduct system. For all alcohol violations except 
possession of empty bottles/cans, the case is referred to 
the University Conduct Officer. Depending upon how 
serious the violation and past conduct history, your 
sanction may range from an educational sanction to 
expulsion from the University.

IF I AM DOCUMENTED FOR DRINKING, 
AM I IN SERIOUS TROUBLE? 
Your circumstances and behavior will weigh heavily 
in this situation. You will be required to meet with 
the University Conduct Officer. First-time offenders 
are typically required to complete an on-line alcohol 
education course at their expense ($50), and write a 
3-5 page reflection paper. Students found responsible 
for violating the Student Conduct Code are charged a 
$100 administrative processing fee.

WHAT ABOUT THE GREEK HOUSES? 
The majority of the sororities are housed on campus 
in BNB Hall and the University “dry campus” policy 
applies. The majority of fraternities have houses 
off-campus and their policies are determined by their 
national organizations. During the rush/new member 
recruitment period, no alcohol may be present at any 
fraternity or sorority functions at which prospective 
members are in attendance. This policy is in effect 
between the official opening of the residence halls each 
semester (beginning the Saturday before Truman Week 
during the fall semester) and the official closing of the 
residence halls each semester. In addition, in accor-
dance with national and state laws, no persons under 
the age of 21 years may possess or consume alcohol on 
fraternity owned or operated property.

C itizenship & 
C ommunity Standards

office of 



CAN I DRINK AT FOOTBALL GAMES? 
Stokes Stadium and Gardner Track are considered 
University property and thus, no alcohol is allowed. 
You could be arrested if you are a minor, and escorted 
out of the stadium if you are 21 or older.

WHAT IS PARENTAL NOTIFICATION? 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) allows Universities to notify parents or legal 
guardians when minors violate student conduct rules 
pertaining to the use or possession of alcohol or a 
controlled substance. Truman State University respects 
student rights to privacy; however, we will exercise 
our right to notify parents when our policies in regard 
to use and possession of alcohol or other controlled 
substances are violated. Notification of parents will 
typically occur when a student is involved in multiple 
alcohol or substance use violations, when a student 
fails to appropriately respond to a conduct sanction 
imposed for an alcohol or substance violation, or 
when the alcohol or substance use violation poses a 
threat to the health and safety of the violator or other 
people. The student will be informed prior to notifica-
tion of the student’s parents or guardian.

WHAT ABOUT OFF-CAMPUS PARTIES? 
The Office of Citizenship and Community Standards 
at Truman State University has access to all records 
of law considered public information that occur 
off-campus. Truman expects its students to abide by 
all city, state, and federal laws. Those individuals or 
groups who organize, advertise, and/or host parties 
at their residences may be held responsible for the 
behavior of their guests. Off-campus incidents that 
are misdemeanors, felonies, severe, repeated, and/or 
damage the reputation of the University may result in 
conduct action under the Student Conduct Code. 

Police respond when there are complaints (usually 
noise or parking problems), loud music can be heard 
from the street, individuals are observed carrying 
cups/glasses/bottles, people are urinating in neighbors’ 
yards, people are overflowing into the street and 
sidewalks, large numbers of obviously underage 
drinkers are outside, and there are unruly attendees/
fights. If the police are called and should appear at 

your door, remember to be polite and cooperative 
and the contact will go smoothly. Slamming the door, 
turning out the lights, and trying to shush everyone 
only annoy officers. Such a response says that you can’t 
be trusted to take care of the situation. The police 
have the duty and responsibility to enforce the City of 
Kirksville’s laws. If you hide in a closet, the responsi-
bility falls to the officers to remove people from your 
house and shut down the party. This also includes 
issuing tickets to underage drinkers, impounding 
kegs and taps, issuing summonses to people providing 
alcohol to minors, contacting landlords, notifying the 
University, etc.  

IDs are checked if police have reason to suspect 
that a person younger than 21 is drinking. You risk 
being arrested if you are a minor. If your group has an 
off-campus party with alcohol and charges admission, 
the person accepting the money could be charged 
with selling liquor without a license. Sentences for 
this violation involve up to two years in prison and/
or fines of $1,000. If alcohol is served to a minor, the 
server could also be charged with supplying alcohol 
to a minor and endangering the welfare of a child. 
Sentences for this violation involve up to one year in 
prison and/or fines of $1,000. The owner, occupant, 
other person, or legal entity responsible for the 
property where alcohol is served to a minor could 
also be charged with a misdemeanor for either 
serving the minor or allowing the minor to be 
served alcohol. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO ME IF I AM CAUGHT 
DRINKING AS A MINOR? 
It doesn’t matter if you are caught by University Police, 
Kirksville Police, or Liquor Control: illegal possession, 
possession by consumption, or distribution of alcohol 
is a misdemeanor. Minor in Possession by Consump-
tion is defined as any person under the age of 21 
who is “visibly intoxicated” or has a detectable 
blood alcohol content of .02. If convicted, you may 
be fined up to $1,000 or you could be imprisoned 
for up to one year. You can also receive a fine and a 
sentence. When arrested, you may have to post bond. 
A report is filed, and a prosecuting attorney will take 
your case before a judge. You will need to pay court 

costs (approximately $125) and attorney fees ($200 
minimum). To top it all off, if you were served at a 
bar, the bar may have its license suspended or revoked. 
Citation for Minor in Possession of Alcohol or Minor 
in Possession by Consumption of Alcohol is not “just 
like getting a parking ticket.” The fine for a first time 
offense is usually $500. In addition, driving privi-
leges are suspended for 30 days for a first offense, 
90 days for a second offense, and revoked for 
one year for a third or subsequent offense. If you 
are caught on campus, you also face conduct action 
through the University conduct process. First-time 
offenders are typically required to complete an on-line 
alcohol education course at their expense ($50), and 
write a 3-5 page reflection paper. If you posed a health 
or safety risk to yourself or others, your parents are 
notified of the incident. Students found responsible 
for violating the Student Conduct Code are charged a 
$100 administrative processing fee.

WHAT IS THE OPEN CONTAINER 
ORDINANCE? 
In the City of Kirksville it is illegal for anyone to carry 
or possess an open vessel (i.e., bottles, glasses, plastic 
cups) containing alcohol in a public place, no matter 
what your age. You could be arrested, charged with a 
misdemeanor, and face up to 90 days in jail and/or up 
to a $500 fine.

WHAT ABOUT DRINKING AND DRIVING? 
Anyone who drives while intoxicated can be charged 
with a DUI or DWI. Under the “Zero Tolerance 
Law,” anyone younger than 21 with a blood alcohol 
level (BAC) of .02 or greater could lose their license. 
With a BAC of .08 or more (at any age), the arresting 
officer will take your license on the spot. For first 
offenses, expect a “hardwalk” suspension for 30 
days (no driving or exemptions whatsoever). This is 
followed by a 60 day period of restricted driving privi-
leges. On a second offense, your license is suspended 
for one year. Subsequent offenses carry harsher 
penalties, including mandatory incarceration and 
revocation of licenses for a minimum of ten years. The 
vast majority of people charged with driving under the 
influence are convicted and face thousands of dollars 

in fines, increased insurance premiums, attorney fees as 
well as criminal records. Be smart. If you drink, take 
a cab or get a ride with a designated driver who is 
completely sober. If you receive a DWI, you also face 
conduct action through the University conduct process 
and could be suspended from the University.

IS IT THAT BIG OF A DEAL TO HAVE A 
MISDEMEANOR ON MY RECORD? 
A misdemeanor may be on your record for life if you 
were convicted or plead guilty. You are responsible for 
revealing this information on any job application and 
applications for many advanced degree programs (such 
as medical or law school). Is it a big deal? You decide.

WHAT IS THE ABUSE AND LOSE LAW? 
In 1987, Missouri’s general assembly enacted legislation 
that is informally known as the “Abuse and Lose Law.” 
This law results in the suspension or revocation of a 
driver’s license when a person under 21 years of age is 
guilty of any alcohol related traffic offense, possession 
or use of alcohol while operating a motor vehicle, 
possession or use of a controlled substance, or the 
modification or misrepresentation of a driver’s license.

WHAT ABOUT THE KEG REGISTRATION LAW? 
Effective July 1, 2004 a new Missouri law requires the 
registration of all beer kegs. All retailers selling beer 
kegs must register the keg and affix a seal on the keg 
at the time of sale. The retailer will log the purchaser’s 
name, address and acknowledgement of proper use and 
care of the keg. No refund will be allowed for a beer 
keg that is returned with damage or the identification 
number unreadable. This allows law enforcement 
to track kegs back to adults who provide—even 
unknowingly—alcohol to minors. Penalties include a 
fine up to $1,000 and/or a maximum of one year in 
prison. 
BOTTOM LINE: When a keg is confiscated by police 
at a party at which underage persons have consumed 
alcohol, the purchaser of the keg can be identified—
and arrested or fined—for supplying alcohol to 
underage persons. If a keg is returned with an ID tag 
defaced or missing, the deposit fee required at the time 
of sale is forfeited.


